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	GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
	Issued:     2005-12-31

  08:00

	BACKCOUNTRY AVALANCHE BULLETIN
	Valid Until:  Further notice


Disclaimer
Bulletin Area:
This bulletin covers the areas adjacent to the Trans Canada Highway corridor in Glacier National Park and the drainages directly accessed from this corridor.  

  AVALANCHE DANGER RATING: 

	
	Saturday
	Sunday
	Monday

	Alpine
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE

	Treeline
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE

	Below Treeline
	MODERATE
	MODERATE
	MODERATE


Synopsis:  The upper snowpack is slowly strengthening following a period of widespread instability over the Christmas period. While the instance of naturally occurring avalanches has lessened, the danger of skier/rider triggered avalanches remains a threat, particularly in alpine and treeline elevation bands.

Recent storm snow of 20 to 30cm in the alpine covers a buried rain crust that formed on all aspects up to approximately 2400m. This storm snow is generally light and unconsolidated in sheltered areas, and wind affected on exposed alpine slopes where soft slabs exist from previous southerly winds. These surface slabs are not well bonded to the underlying crust and are able to be triggered by skiers and have resulted in surface cracking and human triggered avalanches size 1.0 to 2.0.
Deeper in the snowpack the persistent weak layers responsible for the widespread avalanche cycle at Christmas are slowly gaining strength. These layers are now buried 50 to 60cm and 65 to 90cm. Recent snowpack tests show these deep layers are still reactive in the range of human triggering in some locations. Easy to moderate results with clean failures and "drops" have been observed down 65 and 90cm on two southerly slopes at 2100m. Also significant whumpfing was reported yesterday from the ridgecrest above Grizzly Shoulder. Other recent investigations on north and west aspects were giving moderate compression test results and a rutschblock score of 5 on the deeper weaknesses. These observations show that the deep weaknesses are still a factor for human triggering and for route selection today.

Avalanche Activity:  Natural avalanche activity has been decreasing over the past few days. Human triggered avalanches to the depth of the recent storm snow are probable in wind loaded areas. Triggering of a larger avalanche to the depth the deeper weaknesses remains serious a possibility. Use caution in low snowpack areas and when regrouping.
Outlook: Light snowfall of 2 to 5cm is forecast today. Unsettled conditions with additional light amounts are forecast for the next several days. 
Travel Conditions: In the alpine, cold snow is covering the previous crusted surfaces, improving the ski and travel conditions.  Easy to moderate trail breaking, ski penetrations 20 - 30cm.  At treeline and below the near surface crust is breakable leaving more industrial travel conditions. 




	24 Hour weather:
	Rogers Pass (1315 m)
	Mt. Fidelity (1905 m)

	Previous day’s high (oC)
	-4.0
	-6.0

	Overnight low (oC)
	-5.0
	-7.0

	Present temperature (oC)
	-4.5
	-7.0

	24 hour snowfall/precip
	Trace cm/0.5 mm
	0 cm/0.0   mm

	Height of snowpack
	69 cm
	143 cm

	Recent ridgetop wind 
	NE 10 – 25 kph 
	Variable 5 kph 


_1197522435.bin

_1197522436.bin

_1197522434.bin

