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	GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
	Issued:     2005-04-27   08:00

	BACKCOUNTRY AVALANCHE BULLETIN
	Valid Until:  Further notice


Disclaimer
Bulletin Area:
This bulletin covers the areas adjacent to the Trans Canada Highway corridor in Glacier National Park and the drainages directly accessed from this corridor.  

AVALANCHE DANGER RATING 

	
	Today
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	Alpine
	MODERATE Increasing in PM
	MODERATE Increasing in PM
	MODERATE Increasing in PM

	Treeline
	MODERATE Increasing in PM
	MODERATE Increasing in PM
	MODERATE Increasing in PM

	Below Treeline
	LOW      Increasing in PM
	LOW      Increasing in PM
	LOW      Increasing in PM


Synopsis:  Air temperatures in the high country continue to hold well above the freezing mark.  Outgoing radiation from the clear skies has set up a thin surface crust that will deteriorate very early this morning.  The upper snowpack on all aspects will become moist and unstable as a result, subject to loose snow avalanches from snowballing or ski cuts.   Of more consequence, the cumulative effects of daytime warming gives potential for isolated but large avalanches to occur from triggers such as cornice fall (photo) or loose solar induced slides (photo).  These are typical spring conditions in the Selkirks.  Normal precautions include early days, as well as avoiding exposure to overhanging cornices.

Snowpack investigations on a treeline east aspect confirmed that the recent spate of hot weather has turned the top 100-140 cm isothermal, a very weak condition. Further, water soaked layers are developing around previous melt-freeze crusts, another factor potentially contributing to avalanche formation. Recent occurrences of isolated deep natural, cornice-triggered and step down avalanches indicate the lingering potential for this type of event
Avalanche Activity: Natural activity continues to occur with daytime warming and solar radiation, resulting in loose snow avalanches from all aspects and elevations. The instance of these events causing deeper slab avalanches is also a concern.  Sizes have been from 1.0 to 3.0.

Outlook:  A cycle of natural activity is expected again this afternoon.  Avalanche danger will increase significantly in the afternoons with daytime warming.

Travel Conditions: Weak crust development at valley bottom this morning.  Expect a thin radiation crust going to moist snow early in the day.  Variable ski penetrations.

24 Hour weather 
	Current conditions at:
	Rogers Pass (1315 m)
	Mt. Fidelity (1905 m)

	Previous day’s high (oC)
	14.0
	12.0

	Overnight low (oC)
	-1.0
	-4.0

	Present temperature (oC)
	-1.0
	-1.0

	24 hour snowfall/precip
	0 cm/0.0 mm
	0 cm/0.0 mm

	Height of snowpack
	84 cm
	     268 cm

	Recent ridgetop wind 
	NE 40 kph 
	N 30 kph 


Profiles, Past Bulletins, Photos  
Glossaries
Definition of avalanche danger conditions
	LOW
	Natural avalanches are very unlikely. Human triggered avalanches are unlikely

	MODERATE 
	Natural avalanches are unlikely. Human triggered avalanches are possible

	CONSIDERABLE
	Natural avalanches are possible. Human triggered avalanches are probable

	HIGH
	Natural and human triggered avalanches are likely

	EXTREME
	Widespread natural or human triggered avalanches are certain.
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