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	GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
	Issued:     2005-03-31 08:00

	BACKCOUNTRY AVALANCHE BULLETIN
	Valid Until:  Further notice


Prepared by: the Avalanche Control Section – Rogers Pass

Scope:
This bulletin covers the areas adjacent to the Trans Canada Highway corridor in Glacier National Park and the drainages directly accessed from this corridor.    Disclaimer
	Current conditions at:
	Rogers Pass (1315 m)
	Mt. Fidelity (1905 m)

	Previous day’s high (oC)
	2.0
	 -4.0

	Overnight low (oC)
	-8.0
	 -10.0

	Present temperature (oC)
	-5.5
	 -6.0

	24 hour snowfall/precip
	Nil cm/0.0 mm
	nil cm/0.0mm

	Height of snowpack
	143 cm
	     303 cm

	Prevailing wind at 1900m, last 24 hours
	S 20-30 kph
	SW 10-20 kph


AVALANCHE DANGER RATING 

	
	Today 
	Friday
	Saturday

	Alpine
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE

	Treeline
	CONSIDERABLE 
	CONSIDERABLE 
	CONSIDERABLE 

	Below Treeline
	LOW
	LOW
	LOW


Snowpack Synopsis:  Recent storm snow amounts of approximately 45cm over the past several days overlie a patchwork of previous snow surfaces.  Prior to the beginning of this snowfall cycle areas of touchy windslabs existed through the area from two significant wind events of opposite direction. As a result, highly variable ski quality and snow stability exists through the area dependant upon aspect and elevation.  

Perhaps the most affected aspects are those solar affected, east through west-southwest as previous crusts are providing a solid sliding surface.  The cooler north aspects at and above treeline are not spared as previous windslabs are providing a similar bed surface.   Recent snowpack investigations indicate that the most affected elevation zone is at and near treeline.

Yesterday, snowprofiles were conducted on south and north aspects at  and slightly above treeline respectively.   Highlights from the south facing pit were the near isothermal snowpack temperatures and an unstable slab of storm snow over a buried crust.  Rutschblock scores of 2, failing clean and fast on a firm buried crust down 35cm confirms the probable likelihood of skier-triggered avalanches. 

Pit work done on the north aspect above treeline at 2100 meters did not produce any significant results. Ski tests on the way up to and down from the area however revealed some cracking and other signs that of unstable snow.

Avalanche Activity: 

Little natural activity occurred has over the past 24 hours.  Solar effects yesterday were mitigated by steady cooling winds. Several skier-triggered avalanches have been reported from the area size over the past week with sizes of 1.0 to 2.0 on all aspects. The largest was reported to be 30cm deep by 30m wide and ran approximately 100m. Human triggered avalanches remain probable in alpine and treeline areas.  
Outlook:  Weather forecasts are still calling for another load of precipitation but are pushing back the timing of the event.  The temperatures are expected to remain cold with this events so little change is expected in the current danger levels. 

Travel Conditions:  Moderate to heavy with moist snow below 1900m. Dry snow above 1900m and on northerly aspects.   Ski penetrations are 10-30cm.
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