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	GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
	Issued:     2005-02-28  08:00

	BACKCOUNTRY AVALANCHE BULLETIN
	Valid Until:  Further notice


Prepared by: the Avalanche Control Section – Rogers Pass

Scope:
This bulletin covers the areas adjacent to the Trans Canada Highway corridor in Glacier National Park and the drainages directly accessed from this corridor.    Disclaimer
	Current conditions at:
	Rogers Pass (1315 m)
	Mt. Fidelity (1905 m)

	Previous day’s high (oC)
	1.0
	 4.0

	Overnight low (oC)
	-9.5
	 -5.0

	Present temperature (oC)
	-9.5
	 -4.0

	24 hour snowfall/precip
	0 cm/0.0 mm
	0 cm/0.0 mm

	Height of snowpack
	137 cm
	     252 cm

	Prevailing wind at 1900m, last 24 hours
	NE 15 kph
	Variable 5 kph


AVALANCHE DANGER RATING 

	
	Today
	Tuesday
	Wednesday

	Alpine
	MODERATE Increasing in PM
	MODERATE Increasing in PM
	MODERATE

	Treeline
	MODERATE Increasing in PM
	MODERATE Increasing in PM
	MODERATE

	Below Treeline
	LOW         Increasing in PM
	LOW         Increasing in PM
	LOW


Snowpack Synopsis: Warm afternoons and cool nights are bringing more spring-like conditions to the area. On south to west aspects thin surface crusts are forming overnight and breaking down with daytime warming, causing loose solar related releases on sunny slopes in the afternoon. 

In alpine areas pockets of hard and soft windslab persist from previous wind events, particularly in exposed areas and near ridgelines. Currently slab propagation is not a significant threat due to the unconnected nature of the surface layers. 

On protected northerly aspects near treeline the surface snow remains loose and facetted and a surface hoar layer down approximately 20cm is still giving easy to moderate results in snowpack tests. The likelihood of slab avalanches from this layer is low due to the unconsolidated surface slab however, fast running surface sluffs have been observed in steep terrain.

Avalanche Activity: Solar related natural activity was observed yesterday afternoon with many point releases up to size 2.0. Similar natural activity is expected again today on sun-exposed slopes and there is potential for cornice fall or loose releases to pull out isolated pockets of previous windslab. Human triggered avalanches are possible in the alpine from isolated pockets of wind slab and human and naturally triggered avalanches are likely on sun-exposed slopes this afternoon.
Outlook: The high pressure ridge will bring dry conditions today freezing levels to rise above 2000m. A chance of light precipitation is forecast this evening and tomorrow as a series of disturbances begins to affect the area through Friday. Avalanche danger will rise this afternoon with daytime warming.

Travel Conditions: Easy to moderate traveling with ski penetrations 10-20 cm. Breakable to supportive suncrust on sunny slopes. Loose facetted surface snow on protected northerly aspects. Large areas of wind effect in the alpine.
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