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	GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
	Issued:     2005-01-31  08:00

	BACKCOUNTRY AVALANCHE BULLETIN
	Valid Until:  Further notice


Prepared by: the Avalanche Control Section – Rogers Pass

Scope:
This bulletin covers the areas adjacent to the Trans Canada Highway corridor in Glacier National Park and the drainages directly accessed from this corridor.    Disclaimer
	Current conditions at:
	Rogers Pass (1315 m)
	Mt. Fidelity (1905 m)

	Previous day’s high (oC)
	1.5
	 -3.0

	Overnight low (oC)
	0.0
	 -3.0

	Present temperature (oC)
	0.0
	 -3.0

	24 hour snowfall/precip
	1 cm/1.0 mm
	3 cm/2.2 mm

	Height of snowpack
	127 cm
	     250 cm

	Prevailing wind at 1900m, last 24 hours
	South 35-40 kph    Increasing 
	Southwest 10-20 kph   Increasing   


AVALANCHE DANGER RATING 

	
	Today
	Tuesday
	Wednesday

	Alpine
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE
	HIGH

	Treeline
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE
	HIGH

	Below Treeline
	MODERATE
	MODERATE
	CONSIDERABLE


Snowpack Synopsis:  Snowfall has begun this morning with southerly winds on an increasing trend. Recent storm snow amounts of approximately 25cm overlie a hard raincrust that formed during last week’s weather event. The bond between the storm snow and raincrust is variable with some poorly bonded areas in steep terrain. Forecast snowfall and strong winds today will continue to build areas of windslab on lee slopes, typically north to northeast aspects. The likelihood of human-triggered avalanches will increase today on steep lee slopes and terrain features in alpine areas and steep open slopes at treeline.

Recent snowpack investigations on northwest and south slopes at 2100m revealed an upper snowpack that is strengthening under the influence of moderately cool temperatures. Compression tests in the moderate to hard range and a rutschblock score of 6 were observed down approximately 15cm, above a 10cm thick raincrust. Hard results were also observed down approximately 50 and 80cm. The previous interface that was associated with the widespread avalanche cycle still appears in profiles as a softer layer below a stiff slab, but was not reactive to tests in recent profiles. 
Avalanche Activity:  One naturally triggered avalanche was observed from a steep north slope yesterday and running to the top of normal runout. The likelihood of natural activity will increase throughout today.

Outlook: Ten to 15cm of snow is forecast above 1000m today and 10 to 20cm tomorrow. Winds are forecast to be strong from the south to southwest. Moderate to heavy precipitation with rising freezing levels is forecast for Wednesday. Danger levels increase through the period.

Travel Conditions: Good travel on smooth slopes with ski penetrations 5-10cm, some areas of breakable crust in treed areas. Beware of rock hard avalanche debris below a dusting of new snow.
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