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	GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
	Issued:     2004-12-22    08:00

	BACKCOUNTRY AVALANCHE BULLETIN
	Valid Until:  Further notice


Prepared by: the Avalanche Control Section – Rogers Pass

Scope:
This bulletin covers the areas adjacent to the Trans Canada Highway corridor in Glacier National Park and the drainages directly accessed from this corridor.    Disclaimer
	Current conditions at:
	Rogers Pass (1315 m)
	Mt. Fidelity (1905 m)

	Previous day’s high (oC)
	 -5.0
	 -8.0

	Overnight low (oC)
	 -9.5
	 -14.0

	Present temperature (oC)
	 -9.5
	 -14.0

	24 hour snowfall/precip
	1 cm/0.5 mm
	 tr cm/tr mm

	Height of snowpack
	97 cm
	     194 cm

	Prevailing wind at 1900m, last 24 hours
	S 30 kph
	SW 10-20 kph


AVALANCHE DANGER RATING 

	
	Today
	Thursday 
	Friday

	Alpine
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE 

	Treeline
	 MODERATE
	CONSIDERABLE
	CONSIDERABLE 

	Below Treeline
	MODERATE
	MODERATE
	MODERATE


Snowpack Synopsis: Through most of the area, approx. 40 cm of recent storm snow is overlying  a series of thin rain/heat crusts.  Stability test scores (CT E-M) in the past two days indicate a potential for triggering this layer in alpine areas where previous loading winds created slab conditions.  In the short term, cooler temperatures have loosened the storm snow in more sheltered areas mitigating the slab hazard.  A deeper storm snow layer down approximately 50 -60cm was giving “moderate to hard” test results. Human triggering of avalanches is possible especially in lee alpine terrain features and open slopes at treeline.
Deeper in the snowpack, a November raincrust prevalent throughout the area is now buried approximately 1-1.5 metres. Snowpack tests are giving highly variable results and several natural avalanches were observed to have broken down to this layer. The potential for triggering an avalanche to the deep raincrust is still a possibility during periods of changing weather or rapid loading.

Avalanche Activity:  Little new natural avalanche activity was observed yesterday or expected today. Small skier controlled avalanche size 0.5 have been observed below treeline at 1440m running on a previous crust down 30cm. 

Outlook:  Cool temperatures are expected to give way to a warming trend on Thursday along with a moderate precipitation event.  The warming trend is likely to increase the risk of skier triggered slab avalanches.

Travel Conditions: Easy to moderate traveling with ski penetrations to 15 to 20cm. Surface snow is wind affected in alpine and treeline areas and firm and heavy below treeline. 
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