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	GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
	Issued:     2004-12-05    08:00

Update:   09:00

	BACKCOUNTRY AVALANCHE BULLETIN
	Valid Until:  Further notice


Prepared by: the Avalanche Control Section – Rogers Pass

Scope:
This bulletin covers the areas adjacent to the Trans Canada Highway corridor in Glacier National Park and the drainages directly accessed from this corridor.    Disclaimer
	Current conditions at:
	Rogers Pass (1315 m)
	Mt. Fidelity (1905 m)

	Previous day’s high (oC)
	 -0.5
	 -5.0

	Overnight low (oC)
	 -3.0
	 -6.0

	Present temperature (oC)
	 -2.5
	 -6.0

	24 hour snowfall/precip
	12 cm/9.0 mm
	 10 cm/10.2mm

	Height of snowpack
	94 cm
	     160 cm

	Prevailing wind at 1900m, last 24 hours
	S  10-25 kph and increasing
	 S  5-10 kph and increasing


AVALANCHE DANGER RATING

	
	Today
	
	

	Alpine
	HIGH
	
	

	Treeline
	HIGH
	
	

	Below Treeline
	CONSIDERABLE
	
	


Snowpack Synopsis:  Continued snowfall is steadily adding load to the previous storm snow instabilities and the deeper November crust. Approximately 40cm of new snow has fallen over the past 48 hours with moderate to strong south and southwest winds initially, then calm conditions yesterday. Several reactive new snow instabilities exist in the upper 20cm of the storm snow and the previous low-density shear layer down 50cm, is now giving “easy” to “moderate” results in snowpack tests. These conditions will make windslabs prone to human triggering likely in all alpine areas and will also be a concern in steep, sheltered treeline areas as loose avalanching of the unconsolidated upper snowpack.

Deeper in the snowpack a raincrust, prevalent throughout the area and blanketed with a thin layer of facets is now buried approximately 80-90cm down. Snowpack tests are giving highly variable results but consistently the failures are clean and fast. ‘Whumpfing’ sounds during travel and recent stability tests indicate that this interface is capable of failing under heavier loads such as groups of skiers or smaller avalanche releases that may step down to the raincrust.  As of this morning, several larger avalanches have been observed that indicate that the deep raincrust may have reached threshold. Backcountry travelers should avoid exposure large avalanche paths and make conservative terrain choices.

Avalanche Activity:  Natural avalanche activity has increased in frequency and size this morning. Several larger natural avalanches to size 3.0 were observed running to near the end of normal runouts and one ran to valley bottom.  Human triggered avalanches are likely in alpine and treeline areas and the potential exists for natural avalanches to reach valley bottom.
Outlook: Snow today is forecast to ease this afternoon with dry conditions tonight and another pacific system arriving tomorrow. Danger ratings will remain at current levels.

Travel Conditions: Heavy traveling with ski penetrations approximately 40-50cm in alpine areas. Rocks, vegetation, and creeks are not completely covered at valley bottom.  Skiers have contacted hidden obstacles below treeline.
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