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	GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
	Issued:          2004-12-03

	BACKCOUNTRY AVALANCHE BULLETIN
	Valid Until:  Further notice


Prepared by: the Avalanche Control Section – Rogers Pass

Scope:
This bulletin covers the areas adjacent to the Trans Canada Highway corridor in Glacier National Park and the drainages directly accessed from this corridor.    Disclaimer
	Current conditions at:
	Rogers Pass (1315 m)
	Mt. Fidelity (1905 m)

	Previous day’s high (oC)
	 -1.5
	 -5.0

	Overnight low (oC)
	 -2.5
	 -6.0

	Present temperature (oC)
	 -2.5
	 -5.0

	24 hour snowfall/precip
	6 cm/5.5 mm
	 12 cm/9.3mm

	Height of snowpack
	68 cm
	     140 cm

	Prevailing wind at 1900m, last 24 hours
	S – 40/50 kph      Peaks to 92 kph
	 SW 30 kph


AVALANCHE DANGER RATING

	Alpine areas
	Treeline
	Below Treeline

	CONSIDERABLE
	MODERATE Areas of CONSIDERABLE*
	MODERATE


Snowpack Synopsis:  Steady snow with high winds throughout the day yesterday has combined to keep danger levels at the considerable range, particularly in the lee of terrain features*.  Soft slab conditions were observed in field observations although not as extreme as the gusty conditions would expect to produce.  In the upper snowpack, the soft slabs are combined with a low-density shear layer 20 cm deep which will warrant caution at and above treeline today.  Other stability tests done through the area recently are yielding several interfaces with low compression test results in the unconsolidated upper snowpack.  These test values and other observations indicate a likelihood of loose sluffing at and below treeline slabs in the alpine where winds have been conducive to snow redistribution.

Deeper in the snowpack a raincrust, prevalent throughout the area and blanketed with a thin layer of facets is now buried approximately 70-80cm down. Snowpack tests are giving highly variable results but consistently the failures are clean and quick. ‘Whumpfing’ sounds during travel and recent stability tests indicate that this interface is capable of failing under heavier loads such as groups of skiers or smaller avalanche releases.  .  Backcountry travelers must carefully evaluate the bond at the top of the crust as well as the consequences of even smaller avalanches in choosing their terrain in terms of destinations

Avalanche Activity:  A moderate sized cycle of natural avalanche to size 2.5 from a variety of aspects occurred during the storm yesterday. Startzones were typically above 200 meters.  Human triggered and remotely triggered avalanches to the depth of the raincrust are a possibility to be considered in alpine areas.  
Outlook: The current trend is continuing warm with high winds.  On Saturday a more significant weather system is still expected however looking less significant than previously forecast.  Danger ratings are expected to be steady or rise with this weather system.

Travel Conditions: Ski penetrations are approximately 20-30cm in alpine areas. Rocks, vegetation, and creeks are not completely covered at valley bottom.  Skiers are contacted hidden obstacles below treeline. 
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